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that conditions in a resolution of advice and
consent cannot alter the allocations of au-
thority and responsibility under the Constitu-
tion.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 21, 1998.

Proclamation 7098—National
Maritime Day, 1998
May 21, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The United States is and has always been

a maritime Nation. Our history is tied to the
sea—from the Santa Maria to the
Mayflower, from clipper ships to ocean lin-
ers, from the Liberty Ships of World War
II to the huge, efficient containerships of the
1990s—and our development as a Nation has
paralleled the growth of our waterborne
commerce.

As we look forward to the challenges of
the 21st century, we continue to rely on our
Nation’s maritime industry and the U.S.
Merchant Marine to keep America competi-
tive in an increasingly global economy. Ships
and barges carry more than one billion tons
of commercial cargo annually between ports
within our Nation. Internationally, more than
95 percent of our imports and exports by
weight are transported on water—a total of
more than one billion metric tons of cargo
each year.

We also depend on America’s maritime in-
dustry and Merchant Marine to fill a crucial
role in protecting our national interests and
the security of our allies. Throughout our his-
tory, in times of conflict or crisis, the owners,
operators, and crews of U.S.-flag commercial
vessels have provided vital sealift capability
in support of our Armed Forces, advancing
defense, peacekeeping, and humanitarian
missions across the globe.

Our maritime industry has made many im-
portant contributions to the economic
strength and defense capability of our Na-
tion, and my Administration has worked with
the Congress to implement new approaches

to ensure the industry’s continued viability.
Our National Shipbuilding Initiatives are
helping to improve the competitiveness of
America’s maritime industry by seeking to
eliminate foreign subsidies, assisting the in-
dustry’s international marketing efforts,
eliminating unnecessary government regula-
tions, and enhancing private sector financing
of shipbuilding through Federal loan guaran-
tees. Under the Maritime Security Program,
the Federal Government contracts with own-
ers and operators of U.S.-flag vessels to sup-
plement our military sealift capability and
gains access to a fleet of modern commercial
ships and the sophisticated intermodal trans-
portation system that supports it. Together,
these programs protect our Nation’s eco-
nomic interests and our national security by
ensuring that U.S.-flag vessels will always sail
in the sea lanes of the world.

In recognition of the importance of the
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by a
joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has
designated May 22 as ‘‘National Maritime
Day’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue annually a proclamation
calling for its appropriate observance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 22, 1998, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I urge all Americans
to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities and by dis-
playing the flag of the United States at their
homes and in their communities. I also re-
quest that all ships sailing under the Amer-
ican flag dress ship on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:37 a.m., May 22, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 26.
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Message to the Congress Certifying
Cooperation of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic to
Conditions of Membership to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
May 21, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to the ratification of the Proto-
cols to the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on
the Accession of Poland, Hungary, and the
Czech Republic, adopted by the Senate of
the United States on April 30, 1998, I hereby
certify to the Congress that, in connection
with Condition (5), each of the governments
of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic
are fully cooperating with United States ef-
forts to obtain the fullest possible accounting
of captured and missing U.S. personnel from
past military conflicts or Cold War incidents,
to include (A) facilitating full access to rel-
evant archival material, and (B) identifying
individuals who may possess knowledge rel-
ative to captured and missing U.S. personnel,
and encouraging such individuals to speak
with United States Government officials.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 21, 1998.

Message to the Congress Certifying
Cooperation of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic to
Conditions of Membership to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
May 21, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to the ratification of the Proto-
cols to the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on
the Accession of Poland, Hungary, and the
Czech Republic, adopted by the Senate of
the United States on April 30, 1998, I hereby
certify to the Senate that:

In connection with Condition (2), (i)
the inclusion of Poland, Hungary, and
the Czech Republic in NATO will not
have the effect of increasing the overall
percentage share of the United States

in the common budgets of NATO; (ii)
the United States is under no commit-
ment to subsidize the national expenses
necessary for Poland, Hungary, or the
Czech Republic to meet its NATO com-
mitments; and (iii) the inclusion of Po-
land, Hungary, and the Czech Republic
in NATO does not detract from the abil-
ity of the United States to meet or to
fund its military requirements outside
the North Atlantic area; and

In connection with Condition (3), (A)
the NATO-Russia Founding Act and the
Permanent Joint Council do not provide
the Russian Federation with a veto over
NATO policy; (B) the NATO-Russia
Founding Act and the Permanent Joint
Council do not provide the Russian
Federation any role in the North Atlan-
tic Council or NATO decision-making
including (i) any decision NATO makes
on an internal matter; or (ii) the manner
in which NATO organizes itself, con-
ducts its business, or plans, prepares for,
or conducts any mission that affects one
or more of its members, such as collec-
tive defense, as stated under Article V
of the North Atlantic Treaty; and (C)
in discussions in the Permanent Joint
Council (i) the Permanent Joint Council
will not be a forum in which NATO’s
basic strategy, doctrine, or readiness is
negotiated with the Russian Federation,
and NATO will not use the Permanent
Joint Council as a substitute for formal
arms control negotiations such as the ad-
aptation of the Treaty on Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe, done at Paris
on November 19, 1990; (ii) any discus-
sion with the Russian Federation of
NATO doctrine will be for explanatory,
not decision-making purposes; (iii) any
explanation described in the preceding
clause will not extend to a level of detail
that could in any way compromise the
effectiveness of NATO’s military forces,
and any such explanation will be offered
only after NATO has first set its policies
on issues affecting internal matters; (iv)
NATO will not discuss any agenda item
with the Russian Federation prior to
agreeing to a NATO position within the
North Atlantic Council on that agenda
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